
Mark L. Carr, D.D.S. 

Dear Doctors, Nurses, and Staff; 

10 May 2019 

On December 8, 2018, my wife and I were driving on 36 Highway returning from Columbia Missouri 

when we were rear ended by a drunk driver who was being pursued by 7 patrolmen with headlights 

turned off and traveling over 115 mph. The impact was so great it broke the seat backs off of our new 

Honda CRV and with the car spinning, rolling, tumbling end over end and finally landing on its roof and 

sliding down the highway, and even though we were both securely buckled in, I was ejected through 

the rear hatchback window. I impacted the pavement and slid on the highway over 150 feet before 

sliding off into the snow on the side of the highway. My wife stayed in the car but she too, was pulled 

out of her seat from the force of the impact and tumbled down the road inside the car. Both of our 

shoes were pulled off our feet from the impact and they remained in front of the front seats. 

Although the accident only took seconds from start to finish, it seemed like minutes and the car stopped 

sliding on it roof¼ mile from where the initial impact occurred, I remember very distinctly the shower 

of sparks that lit up the dark sky as I slid beside the car on the pavement and the incredible silence and 

darkness after I stopped sliding and as I lay in the snow. The silence didn't last long though as the drunk 

driver pulled a gun on the pursuing officers and with my wife crawling out of our vehicle, he opened fire 

on the police and the 7 police officers returned fire. I shouted for my wife to lie down as she stumbled 

across the highway toward me. 

When the ambulances came to the scen,e I begged to be taken to St. Lukes but I was informed that I had 

to be taken to the nearest hospital to be stabilized. I languished in the emergency room of the Cameron 

hospital until results from a CT and x-rays led them to believe that I had a hematoma from a fractured 

pelvis. An air- ambulance was called but when it arrived it was given to the drunk who was whisked away 

to another hospital. After my 3 hour stay in the Cameron ER, I was taken by ground ambulance to St. 

Lukes, on the Plaza, as ordered by my daughter- who is a RN and my son in law that is a doctor that just 

signed with St. Lukes. 

By 10pm my ambulance was backing up to St. Lukes Level 1 trauma center. The doors of the ambulance 

opened and I was greeted, yes greeted, by two rows of the most amazing doctors and nurses. As I was 

rolled into the hospital I was welcomed, reassured, informed, and comforted. There was no shouting 

and commotion as I had experienced before but efficiency and professionalism. Questions were asked, 

data was given, an exam and vitals taken, x-rays, CTs etc. All with perfect communication between the 

staff and myself, the patient. Each doctor introduced him/herself and I was informed of their specialty 



and their diagnosis. Over the course of the next two hours, one by one the busy room that had been 

filled with these amazing doctors and nurses thinned to only one doctor and the recording nurse. 

Myself and my family was reassured that I only had a "cracked" pelvis and it was weight bearing. I 

would need to be careful when walking and I spent the night at St. Lukes before going home, Having 

just had two hips replaced within the last year, I was visited by my orthopedic surgeon the next morning, 

who was also a St. Lukes doctor, Dr. Gurba, and he assured me with a bigt smile, that his work was in 

good shape. 

As a health care professional myself, I know that patients can demand a lot and in times of emergencies, 

this can weigh heavy on the shoulders of the staff that works so hard to save lives and reassure them. I 

want to say thank you to all that helped me out that night. Your professionalism was amazing, your 

demeanor was incredible, and your sense of compassion was beyond what anyone could ever expect. 

My life, and my family's life was changed the night because I was fortunate enough to be your patient. 

Very sincerely yours; 

Dr. Mark L. Carr 


